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The Crimean War with its ''inconclusive " termination
represents a further stage in his political disillusionment.
Not that his generous impulses staled or, indeed, ever
staled ; but, as in the field of domestic reform, so now
in the domain of international reconstruction, he realized
that it was not possible to bring about a millennium
" by express train." He returned to the slower but
surer processes of administrative reform, more parti-
cularly on the military side where the prospects were
hopeful, owing to the popular interest in Army efficiency
kindled by the anxious experiences of the war. He
joined General De Lacy Evans in a vigorous campaign
for the abolition of the sale and purchase of commissions,
and, during 1856-8, created for himself a well-deserved
reputation as one of the soundest authorities on military
questions in the House.1

1 Hansard, vol. cxl, pp. 1795 et seq,;   vol. cxlii, p. 1019;   vol. cxJix,
P. 436.